Lesson 10, Worksheet 1 		 		
New York State Voter Requirements - 1777 & 1821
Constitution of New York, 1777
That every male inhabitant of full age, who shall have personally resided within one of the counties of
this State for six months immediately preceding the day of election, shall, at such election, be entitled to
vote for representatives of the said county in assembly; if, during the time aforesaid, he shall have been
a freeholder (property owner), possessing a freehold (land) of the value of twenty pounds ($100), within
the said county, or have rented a tenement therein of the yearly value of forty shillings, and been rated
and actually paid taxes to this State: Provided always, That every person who now is a freeman of the
city of Albany, or who was made a freeman of the city of New York on or before the fourteenth day of
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and shall be actually and
usually resident in the said cities, respectively, shall be entitled to vote for representatives in assembly
within his said place of residence.

Constitution of New York, 1821
Every male citizen of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been an inhabitant of this state one
year preceding any election, and for the last six months a resident of the town or county where he may
offer his vote; and shall have, within the next year preceding the election, paid a tax to the state or
county, assessed upon his real or personal property; ...shall be entitled to vote in the town or ward where
he actually resides, and not elsewhere, for all officers that now are, or hereafter may be, elective by the
people; but no man of colour, unless he shall have been for three years a citizen of this state, and for one
year next preceding any election, shall be seized and possessed of a freehold estate of the value of two
hundred and fifty dollars, over and above all debts and incumbrances charged thereon; and shall have
been actually rated, and paid a tax thereon, shall be entitled to vote at any such election. And no person
of colour shall be subject to direct taxation unless he shall be seized and possessed of such real estate as
aforesaid.

